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1 . A method of performing a transaction between a merchant and a 
member with electronic scrip, comprising: 

receiving information relating to the transaction between the merchant 
and the member, including a transaction amount; 
5 automatically debiting an account of the member by the transaction 

amount; 

automatically crediting a predetermined merchant portion of the 
transaction amount to an account of the merchant; and 

automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the 
10 transaction amount to at least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip 
distributor account. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving information further 
comprises entering the information at a terminal. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein entering the information further 

1 5 comprises entering the information at the terminal coupled over a network at at least 
one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein entering the information at the 
terminal further comprises entering the information at a merchant terminal. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein entering the information further 
20 comprises entering data for the member from a scrip card at the terminal. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein entering data further comprises 
entering the data for the member from a magnetic stripe scrip card at the terminal. 

7. The method of claim 5, wherein entering data further comprises 
entering the data from an application on a smart scrip card for the member at the 

25 terminal. 

8. The method of claim 5, wherein the data further comprises an account 
number for the member. 
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9. 



The method of claim 1 , wherein receiving information further 



comprises receiving the information by at least one of a system manager at a system 
manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal. 

10. The method of claim 9, wherein receiving the information further 

5 comprises receiving the information by the system manager at the system manager 
from a merchant terminal over a network. 

1 1 . The method of claim 9, wherein receiving the information further 
comprises receiving the information by the scrip distributor at the scrip distributor 
terminal from a merchant terminal over a network. 

10 12. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the information further 

comprises receiving a request for the transaction by at least one of a system manager 
and a scrip distributor. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein receiving the request by the system 
manager further comprises receiving the request by the system manager at a system 

1 5 manager terminal from a merchant terminal over a network. 



distributor further comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at a scrip 
distributor terminal from a merchant terminal over a network. 

15. The method of claim 12, wherein receiving the request further 
20 comprises receiving data identifying at least one of the member account and the 



16. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically debiting further 
comprises automatically sending a request for the transaction from a terminal over a 
network to at least one of a system manager at a system manager terminal and a scrip 

25 distributor at a scrip distributor terminal. 

17. The method of claim 16, wherein automatically sending the request to 
the system manager further comprises receiving the request by the system manager at 
the system manager terminal. 



14. 



The method of claim 12, wherein receiving the request by the scrip 



merchant. 
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18. The method of claim 1 7, wherein receiving the request by the system 
manager further comprises receiving data by the system manager identifying at least 
one of the member account and the member. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, wherein receiving the data by the system 
5 manager further comprises confirming a balance by the system manager in the 

identified member account adequate to cover the transaction amount. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein confirming the balance by the 
system manager further comprises confirming the balance by the system manager in 
at least one account of the member selected from a group consisting of a member 

1 0 scrip account, a member checking account, and a member savings account. 

21 . The method of claim 1 6, wherein automatically sending the request to 
the scrip distributor further comprises receiving the request by the scrip distributor at 
the scrip distributor terminal. 

22. The method of claim 21 , wherein receiving the request by the scrip 
1 5 distributor further comprises receiving data by the scrip distributor identifying at 

least one of the member account and the member. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein receiving the data by the scrip 
distributor further comprises confirming a balance by the scrip distributor in the 
identified member account adequate to cover the transaction amount. 

20 24. The method of claim 23, wherein confirming the balance by the scrip 

distributor further comprises confirming the balance by the scrip distributor in at 
least one account of the member selected from a group consisting of a member scrip 
account, a member checking account, and a member savings account. 

25. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically debiting the member 

25 account further comprises automatically debiting at least one account of the member 
selected from a group consisting of a scrip account, a banking account, and a 
checking account. 
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26. The method of claim 25. wherein automatically debiting the member 
scrip account further comprises storing data in the member scrip account representing 
member scrip credit. 

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the data representing member scrip 
5 credit further comprises transferring the member scrip credit from at least one of a 

sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account. 

28. The method of claim 27, wherein transferring the member scrip credit 
from the organization account further comprises storing data in the organization 
account representing organization scrip credit. 

10 29. The method of claim 28, wherein storing the data representing 

organization scrip credit further comprises transferring the organization scrip credit 
from a scrip distributor account. 

30. The method of claim 29, wherein transferring the organization scrip 
credit further comprises storing data in the scrip distributor account representing 

1 5 distributor scrip credit. 

3 1 . The method of claim 30, wherein storing the data representing 
distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from 
the merchant. 

32. The method of claim 27, wherein transferring the member scrip credit 
20 from the scrip distributor account further comprises storing data in the scrip 

distributor account representing distributor scrip credit. 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein storing the data representing 
distributor scrip credit further comprises purchasing the distributor scrip credit from 
the merchant. 

25 34. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically debiting further 

comprises automatically sending confirmation of the debit to the merchant. 

35. The method of claim 34, wherein automatically sending the 
confirmation further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the 
merchant at a merchant terminal over a network. 
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36. The method of claim 35, wherein automatically sending the 
confirmation further comprises automatically sending the confirmation to the 
merchant terminal over a network by at least one of a system manager at a system 
manager terminal and a scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal. 
5 37. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically debiting further 

comprises automatically storing merchant loyalty point credit for the member in 
connection with the transaction amount. 

38. The method of claim 37, wherein automatically storing further 
comprises automatically storing tuition credit for the member in connection with the 

10 transaction amount based on attaining a threshold level of stored loyalty point credit. 

39. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion further comprises automatically determining the merchant portion according 
to a predetermined merchant percentage of the transaction amount. 

40. The method of claim 39, wherein automatically determining the 

1 5 merchant portion further comprises automatically consulting a look-up table for the 
predetermined merchant percentage. 

41 . The method of claim 40, wherein automatically consulting the look-up 
table further comprises storing the predetermined merchant percentage in the look- 
up table in a database coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager 

20 terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

42. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion further comprises automatically crediting the merchant portion of the 
transaction by at least one of a system manager and a scrip distributor. 

43. The method of claim 42, wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
25 portion by the system manager further comprises automatically crediting the 

merchant portion by the system manager at a system manager terminal coupled over 
a network to a database storing the merchant account. 

44. The method of claim 43, wherein automatically crediting the merchant 
portion by the scrip distributor further comprises automatically crediting the 
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merchant portion by the scrip distributor at a scrip distributor terminal coupled over a 
network to a database storing the merchant account. 

45. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically crediting the 
predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises 

5 automatically determining the balance portion for the scrip distributor account 

according to a predetermined scrip distributor percentage of the transaction amount. 

46. The method of claim 45 5 wherein automatically determining the 
balance portion for the scrip distributor account further comprise automatically 
consulting a look-up table for the predetermined scrip distributor percentage. 

10 47. The method of claim 46, wherein automatically consulting the look-up 

table further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a 
network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

48. The method of claim 1, wherein automatically crediting the 
predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further 

1 5 comprises automatically determining the balance portion for the sponsoring 
organization account according to a predetermined sponsoring organization 
percentage of the transaction amount. 

49. The method of claim 48, wherein automatically determining the 
balance portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises 

20 automatically consulting a look-up table for the predetermined sponsoring 
organization percentage. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein automatically consulting the look-up 
table further comprises storing the look-up table in a database coupled over a 
network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

25 51. The method of claim 48, wherein automatically determining the 

balance portion for the sponsoring organization account further comprises 
automatically deducting a previously received percentage of the transaction amount 
from the balance portion for the sponsoring organization account. 
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52. A system for performing a transaction between a merchant and a 
member with electronic scrip, comprising: 

means for receiving information related to the transaction between the 
merchant and the member, including a transaction amount; 
5 means associated with the information receiving means for 

automatically debiting an account of the member by the transaction amount; 

means associated with the information receiving means for 
automatically crediting a predetermined merchant portion of the transaction amount 
to an account of the merchant; and 
1 0 means associated with the information receiving means for 

automatically crediting a predetermined balance portion of the transaction amount to 
at least one of a sponsoring organization account and a scrip distributor account. 

53. The system of claim 52, wherein the information receiving means 
further comprises a terminal. 

15 54. The system of claim 53, wherein the information receiving means 

further comprises a merchant terminal. 

55. The system of claim 54, wherein the information receiving means 

further comprises the merchant terminal coupled over a network to at least one of a 

system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 
20 56. The system of claim 55, further comprising a member scrip card 

readable by the merchant terminal. 

57. The system of claim 56, wherein the member scrip card further 
comprises at least one of a magnetic stripe scrip card and a smart card. 

58. The system of claim 52, wherein the debiting means further comprises 
25 a merchant terminal coupled over a network to at least one of a system manager 

terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

59. The system of claim 58, wherein the debiting means further comprises 
a database storing the member account coupled over the network to at least one of the 
system manager terminal and the scrip manager terminal. 
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60. The system of claim 59, wherein the member account further 
comprises at least one of a member scrip account, a member checking account, and a 
member savings account. 

61 . The system of claim 52, wherein the means for crediting the merchant 
5 portion further comprises a database storing the merchant account coupled over a 

network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

62. The system of claim 61, wherein the means for crediting the merchant 
portion further comprises a look-up table of predetermined merchant percentage for 
determining the merchant portion stored in the database. 

10 63. The system of claim 52, wherein the means for crediting the 

predetermined portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises a database 
storing the scrip distributor account coupled over a network to at least one of a 
system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 



1 5 predetermined balance portion to the scrip distributor account further comprises a 

look-up table of predetermined scrip distributor percentage for determining the scrip 
distributor portion stored in the database. 

65. The system of claim 52, wherein the means for crediting the 
predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further 

20 comprises a database storing the sponsoring organization account coupled over a 

network to at least one of a system manager terminal and a scrip distributor terminal. 

66. The system of claim 65, wherein the means for crediting the 
predetermined balance portion to the sponsoring organization account further 
comprises a look-up table of predetermined sponsoring organization percentage for 

25 determining the sponsoring organization portion stored in the database. 



64. 



The system of claim 63, wherein the means for crediting the 
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